Nucleotide sequence of an Onchocerca volvulus cDNA clone encoding an antigen homologous with the intermediate filament protein family.
A series of clones were isolated from an O. volvulus lambda gt11 cDNA library on the basis of strong recognition by sera from both Onchocerca volvulus or Wuchereria bancrofti patients. Several of these clones encoded a protein which clearly belonged to the intermediate filament (IF) class, and had most similarity with A1IF-A from Ascaris lumbricoides and a number of IF proteins from molluscs. Western blotting experiments implied that the first coiled domain appears to be markedly less antigenic in vivo than the remainder of the O. volvulus protein.